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Dear Mr. Caton:
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Enclosed are an original and nine copies of the Comments of
the Alaska Public utilities Commission in response to the
Federal Communications Commission's Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 95-115 seeking comments on methods
to increase subscribership and usage of the pUblic switched
network. Please ensure that each Commissioner receives a
personal copy of these comments.

Sincerely,
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Don Schroer, Commissioner
Chairman
ALASKA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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)
)

CC Docket No. 95-115

Comments of the DOCKET FILE copy ')RIGINAI
Alaska PUblic utilities Commission

On July 20, 1995, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC),

released a Notice of Proposed RUlemaking (NPRM) in CC Docket

No. 95-115 seeking comments on methods to increase sUbscribership

and usage of the pUblic swi tched network. The Alaska Public

utilities Commission (APUC) commends and welcomes the FCC's efforts

in this matter. As many Alaskan locations have sUbscribership

levels well below 70 percent, with some locations under 25 percent,

the APUC is very interested in proposed methods to improve sub-

scribership.

The APUC requests that the FCC not assume that a policy that

may have worked effectively in several, more urban, states will

cure the low sUbscribership levels experienced in some of the more

rural states. No statewide study has ever been performed to ascer-

tain why subscribership in Alaska is low, but the APUC's experience

would suggest that the problem is complex in nature. Thus, it is

not known whether methods that have worked well elsewhere will be

effective in Alaska.



While the APUC supports any and all reasonable methods to

promote subscribership, it requests that the FCC not eliminate

existing support mechanisms such as the Universal Service Fund

(USF) and Dial Equipment Minutes (DEM) weighting on the assumption

that the several targeted approaches suggested in the NPRM will be

sufficient, in and of themse Ives, to ensure universal service.

Alaska is highly dependent on the USF/DEM support to ensure that

rates remain affordable. without this support, some phone rates in

Alaska could rise by over $50 per month, compromising the universal

service goal even if those targeted approaches identified in the

NPRM were to be implemented.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 26th day of September, 1995.

BY DIRECTION OF THE COMMISSION

Sincerely

ALASKA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

.. ... // /l(:: .... ' ... /> //
~: r;;;rtCh;~:~~SSioner
Chairman, Alaska Public

Utilities Commission
1016 West sixth Avenue, suite 300
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
1-907-276-6222

cc: William F. Caton, Acting Secretary
Federal Communications commission

Attached List

Comments of the Alaska Public
Utilities Commission
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CERTIFICATION OF MAILING

I Joyce McGowan, _____ , certify as follows:

I am Administrative Clerk II---------- in the offices of the

Alaska Public Utilities commission, 1016 West sixth Avenue,

suite 400, Anchorage, Alaska 99501.

On September __2_6 , 1995, [ mailed copies of

Comments of the

Alaska PUblic utilities commission
(Issued September 26, 1995)

in the proceeding identified above to the persons indicated on the

attached service list.

DATED at Anchorage, Alaska, this 26th day of September, 1995.



SERVICE LIST
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James Rowe
Director
Alaska Telephone Association
4341 B street, suite 304
Anchorage, AK 99503

Richard Hutchinson d/b/a
Circle Telephone

P. o. Box 1
circle, AK 99733

Jean W. Ray
Director of Legislative

and Regulatory Affairs
Quest Telecommunications, Inc.
242 Falcon Drive
Forest Park, GA 30050

Donald J. Reed
Executive Director
Alaska Exchange Carriers

Association, Inc.
3380 C street, suite 201
Anchorage, AK 99503
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The Honorable Ted stevens
United states Senate
706 Hart Building
washington, D.C. 20510-0201

Joseph o. Kahl
Director of Regulatory Affairs
MFS communications company, Inc.
6 Century Drive, suite 300
Parsippany, NJ 07054

Ted Moninski, II
Regulatory Affairs Director
Alascom, Inc.
210 East Bluff Road
Anchorage, AK 99501

Robert s. Grimm
President
Alaska Telephone Company

and Bettles Telephone, Inc.
P. O. Box 222
Port Townsend, WA 98368



SERVICE LIST (CONTINUED)
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John R. Summers
Senior Vice President
AmeriTel Pay Phones, Inc.
611 S.W. Third Street
Lee's summit, MO 64063

Robert L. Vasquez, Esq.
General Counsel
Anchorage Telephone utility,

Municipality of Anchorage d/b/a
600 Telephone Avenue
Anchorage, AX 99503-6091

Robert sternberg
President
Bottom Line Telecommunications, Inc.

610 Esther Street, suite 1000
Vancouver, WA 98660

Harry F. Colliver, Jr.
President/General Manager
Bush-Tell, Incorporated
P. o. Box 109
Aniak, AK 99557

September 26, 1995
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A. L. Tyree
External Affairs Director
American Telephone & Telegraph

Company
795 Folsom Street, Room 200
San Francisco, CA 94107

David S. Fauske
General Manager
Arctic Slope Telephone Association

Cooperative, Inc.
4300 B Street, suite 501
Anchorage, AK 99503-5900

Duane C. Durand
General Manager
Bristol Bay Telephone

Cooperative, Inc.
P. o. Box 259
King Salmon, AX 99613

Timothy Rennie
General Manager
Copper Valley Telephone

Cooperative, Inc.
P. o. Box 337
Valdez, AK 99686
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Ruth A. Steele
General Manager
Cordova Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
P. o. Box 459
Cordova, AK 99574

Dana L. Tindall
Vice President of Regulatory Affairs
GCl Communication Corporation
2550 Denali Street, Suite 1000
Anchorage, AK 99503

Greg Goff
operations Manager
GTE Alaska Incorporated
4300 B Street, suite 303
Anchorage, AK 99503

Jack H. Rhyner
President
Interior Telephone Company and

Mukluk Telephone Company, Inc.
2121 Abbott Road
Anchorage, AK 99507-4622
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Frank Biondi
utility General Manager
Fairbanks Municipal utilities

System, City of
Fairbanks d/b/a

P. O. Box 72215
Fairbanks, AK 99707-2215

Alan C. Eaker
General Manager
GTE Alaska Incorporated
16404 Smokey Point Blvd., suite 201
P. O. Box 1025
Arlington, WA 98223-6025

Jeanie Ray
Coordinator of Regulatory Affairs
InVision Telecom, Inc.
Suite 118
1150 Northmeadow Parkway
Atlanta, GA 30076

Michael K. Nichols
President
International Telecom, Inc.
P. o. Box 230750
Anchorage, AK 99523-0750



SERVICE LIST (CONTINuED)
CC Docket No. 95-115

John A. Magyar
Acting General Manager
Ketchikan Public utilities
2930 Tongass Avenue
Ketchikan, AK 99901

steven A. Bushong
General Manager
Nushagak Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
P. o. Box 350
Dillingham, AK 99576

Patrick McMahon, Esq.
Senior Attorney
Sprint Communications Company L. P.
M.S. CASMAA0702
1850 Gateway Drive, Seventh Floor
San Mateo, CA 94404-2467

Bernadette B. Murray
Vice President
Telephone utilities of Alaska,

Inc., and Telephone utilities
of the Northland, Inc.

3940 Arctic Boulevard
Anchorage, AK 99503
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Scott L. smith
Chief Executive Officer
Matanuska Telephone Association,

Inc.
1740 South Chugach Street
Palmer, AK 99645

Douglas A. Neal
General Manager
OTZ Telephone

Cooperative, Inc.
P. O. Box 324
Kotzebue, AK 99752-0324

Judith A. stoop
President
Summit Telephone Company
2014 Eagan Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Kenneth F. Melley, Jr.
Vice President of Regulatory Affairs
u. S. Long Distance, Inc.
9311 San Pedro Avenue, suite 300
San Antonio, TX 78216
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steve Hamlen
President
United utilities, Inc.
5450 A street
Anchorage, AK 99518

Towru Ikeda
President
World Telecom Group, Inc.
1091 North Shoreline Blvd.
Mountain View, CA 94043

Ernestine Creech
Accounting and Audits Division
2000 L Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

John Katz
Director
State/Federal Relations
Special Counsel to the Governor
Office of the State of Alaska
444 North Capitol NW, suite 526
Washington, DC 20001-1512
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Edith V. Lynch
Telephone Services
University of Alaska, Anchorage
3211 Providence Drive
Anchorage, AK 99508-4670

J. Clifton Eller
President
Yukon Telephone Company, Inc.
P. O. Box 873809
Wasilla, AK 99687-3809

International Transcription
Service (ITS)

2100 M Street, N.W., suite 140
Washington, DC 20037

Elisabeth H. Ross, Esq.
Birch, Horton, Bittner and

Cherot
1155 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036


